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Give Thanks,
®Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

The Autum colors remind us that the year is divided by changing seasons.
What comes next, winter, may be greeted with trepidation, yet we can count
on the springtime to bring renewal, warmth, and plants with flowers
reemerging.

This transition month, we celebrate with thanksgiving and remembrance on All
Saints Sunday, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving Day. We can count on these
events amid disruptions that leave us (me anyway) wondering, questioning,
praying.

The players’ betting scandal inspired this reflection. Even without considering
the significant salaries professional athletes receive, we question their
foolishness to wager money on games they will play in, the outcome of which
they will influence. We have counted on their integrity and expect all players
to bring their best to each game. That skill, teamwork, and commitment to
the game should determine the outcome.

News of players individually influencing games for gain from gambling is an
abrupt reminder of human frailty and greed. When sporting entertainment
loses integrity, | sense an additional tear in the fabric of our mutual trust.
When a businessman with little regard for politics is Commander in Chief,
does the public dialogue diverge from the issues and solutions that are most
important to us?

When Donkeys and Elephants won’t get along, are unwilling to seek a mutual
posture, who'’s getting hurt, and who is stepping up to assist the people who
are losing out?

| hear food banks are ramping up their supplies and capacity to help with a
significant portion of our human family who we thought could rely on our
government. Individuals and businesses are supporting the effort to feed the
marginalized; demonstrating they are more effective than the postured stalling
of our elected representatives negotiating on behalf of all.

In times of uncertainty people of faith turn toward the church, as we do, let us
look to Jesus Christ, the head of the church. | pray that all people will look
beyond themselves and what human hands can do, and see(k) the One who is
our strength, power, example, and servant leader. May we recognize our
Lord’s presence and activity in those who are thankful and doing the work
others do not.

Encouragement from Hebrews | 3:1-8: Let mutual affection continue. > Do not
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have
entertained angels without knowing it. > Remember those who are in prison, as

though you were in prison with them, those who are being Continued on pg. 2
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tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. * Let marriage be held in honor by all,
and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and
adulterers. ®> Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have,

for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” ¢ So we can say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?”
"Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of

their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same . »
yesterday and today and forever. /42/_&‘//)_{; % /,9:47(’_

Corazon de Esperanza
Some Americans choose vacations that offer great

scenery, fine dining, professional entertainment,
and days on a sandy beach. In 2020 Karl and Sharon
Anderson chose a different kind of vacation. They
joined nine other members of their former
congregation to fly to Trujillo, Peru, as volunteers
for Corazon de Esperanza (Heart of Hope), a

.\ Christian charity offering services for at-risk youth,

. @ orphans, and women.

Corazon de Esperanza operates Luz de Vida (Light of Life), a place for orphans 18 and older
who are no longer permitted to live in an orphanage and are not prepared to support
themselves on their own. These orphans get not only a safe home at Luz de Vida, but also

opportunities for education, vocational training, and life skills.

The American volunteers did several projects with the youth, plus worked to build community
relations, and assisted with training women in new skills that can provide them an income.

Several weeks before flying to Peru, the volunteers learned that one of the girls at Luz de Vida
dreamed of starting a business renting wedding gowns. Most brides in Peru can’t afford to buy
a wedding gown, so they go without one. One of the members in the group decided to visit
bridal shops in the Des Moines metro and ask for out-of-style wedding dress donations, hoping

to get a few. The response was overwhelming. The group received forty (40) beautiful dresses!

Now they had to get them to Peru. The bulky
dresses were vacuum packed to fit into suitcases, '

a second checked bag for each volunteer.

When the dresses arrived at the transitional home,
the joy was unmistakable. The students had
prepared a room with hanger bars to display them,
but they were not prepared for the number (and
volume) of these dresses. The new business was an
instant success. The “shop” has now moved into its

Answer: C (See James 1:17)

own physical location and is doing well.



Chihoni Calling!

The first weekend of October was Chihoni
Weekend at First! Paula Lofstrom and her
son David West joined us for a Tanzanian
meal on Saturday night, and Craig and Bet-
ty Peterson had arranged for a special

Thrivent project fundraiser: Thrivent money +

paid for a $200 African teak and ebony
creche and a $50 ebony giraffe from
Paula’s gift items, which were then put up
for silent auction to benefit IHP, bringing in
far more than their original value. A big
Thank-you to Craig and Betty, and to Bob
Sandquist and Karl and Sharon Anderson,
the lucky winners of the auctioned items.
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The Operating Room with its gleaming
terrazzo floors and bright skylights

3 -»r:;‘-.;‘c\_ag\' oA i .!
The

nearly finished Outpatient Department, seen
from the southwest. Note the Operating Room sky-
lights facing south and west.

During Sunday’s worship service, Paula

shared the story of IHP and Chihoni, answer-
ing questions posed by Pastor Kurt. Fellow-
ship time offered an opportunity to visit with
Paula, and to pick up unique items from her

“store.”

The slides Paula shared on Saturday night
showed the amazing progress that has taken
place at Chihoni, from the February 24

groundbreaking to September’s nearly com-

pleted Outpatient Department. More recent
photos show a beautiful facility ready for the
furnishings needed to open.

The work continues. With God’s help, the Outpatient Department will open for service by
January 2026. We keep this mission in our prayers. For Paula’s latest update, visit ihptz.org.

A Thanksgiving Hymn That Sees God’s Hand Everywhere

For a hymn that captures the beauty and gratitude of Thanksgiving, All Things "Bright and Beautiful"
is a perfect choice Its lyrics paint vivid pictures — flowers opening in the morning sun, birds singing,
golden sunsets, purple-topped mountains and rivers rushing by. It all leads to this joyful remind-

er: "He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell: How great is God Almighty, who has

made all things well.”

The hymn was written by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), an Irishwoman with a passion for
teaching children about God. She wrote many hymns for her Sunday school class, later collected

in Verses for Holy Seasons.

But her ministry went beyond music — she spent her life serving the poor, comforting the sick, and
caring for the grieving. When she passed away, "
honoring both her faith and the beauty she shared with the world.

a great throng” gathered to remember her,
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Hygiene Closets Collection

Neighbors Helping Neighbors is collecting
hygiene products for the hygiene closets at the
middle and high schools.These are used by our

Newton kids whose families are living on the
edge and provides them with shampoo,
toothpaste, toothbrushes and other hygiene

products.

We are also collecting new socks and
underwear for all ages. These will go to the
school nurses and the Salvation Army for
distribution to individuals who may only have

one pair of socks and underwear.

Items will be collected during
November and delivered to the schools the

second week of December.
To assure a varied distribution on sizes

collected member churches should focus on
the following sizes

First Lutheran:

children’s underwear size 6 and sock size 3

If you would prefer to donate cash the money
will be used to purchase new clothes for the
middle and high school clothing closets based

on their needs.

Pastor Kurt is leading a new Bible study every
Sunday morning at 8:30 Am.
We will be focusing on the epistle lessons for the
week. So mark your calendars now and be ready
to dive in to a journey with these epic books of
the bible written to instruct, encourage and guide
us in our faith.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Thank you to everyone who helped make
our Fall Festival Scarecrow at the
Newton Arboretum, Marshall from

Paw Patrol.

FUNDRAISER

7 Free-will
donation wit
proceeds to
benefit non-
profit in Ukrain

- ———
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Special dates & times
+ All Saints’ Day,
November 1, 2025
« Daylight saving time ends,
November 2, 2025
+ OPEN Pasta Dinner
November 6, 2025 5-7pm
* Veterans Day,
November 11, 2025
« Celebration of Life for
Jane Odland
November 15,2025; 11am
+  Christ the King Sunday,
November 23, 2025
+ Thanksgiving Day,
November 27, 2025
+ First Sunday of Advent,
November 30, 2025
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Tiffany Ketcham 11/01
Shad Marvelli 11/02
Andrew Ketcham 11/03
Betty Peterson | 1/08
James Baker |1/11
Carolyn Kirchhoff 11/13
Maureen Wilkins | 1/14
Larry Birkenholz 11/16
Marjorie Baker 11/19

Dennis Dobesh |1/22

Choice in Mission totals!

If you are interested in making a donation to
the Salvation Army Food Pantry here are
some items needed:

Shelf Stable Milk, Soups, Spaghetti Sauce,
Hamburger and Tuna Helper, Mac & Cheese,
Baked Beans, Boxed Potatoes, Any Canned
Fruits

If you have any questions about food
donations, please give us a call at
(641) 792-6131!

There is also a basket located in the Narthex here at Ist Lutheran
for you to place your donations in.

DONATING

FOOD

HIRTA Public Transit is/vrovid'ing FREE

Rides.
@ue to tﬁe OngoingﬁdéYa[goveTnmeﬂt Sﬁutdown,

HIRTA is Jorovid’ing free rides to anyone tmve(ing

tOfOOG{ J?dﬂt’l’ ’[65, mea[ SiteS, orfree mea[ ,}91’ ogmms

fOT tﬁe a[umtion Of tﬁe sﬁutdbwn.

The total offerings for September Choices in Mission for the Jasper County Food Pantry/
Salvation Army Food Pantry was $570. That with matching funds of $570 total $1,140

which has been sent to The Salvation Army Food Pantry.

The total offerings for October Choices in Mission for the International Health Partners
was $7,670 That with matching funds of $5,000 total $12,670 which is being sent to

International Health Partners.
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November’s Choice in Mission is God’s Global Barnyard.
Remember that every dollar given up to $2,500 will be matched.

An animal can make a world of difference for a family in need.
Animals provide food to eat, fertilizer to grow crops and offspring
to sell at the market. With one gift, you can help a family escape
the cycle of hunger and poverty for good. Thank you for your

continued support.

Christmas Walk.

Mark your calendars for
December |4th..

A Thanksgiving Prayer

Gracious God,

thank you for every good gift—for the food before us,

the people around us, and the love that surrounds us.

Help us to pause, reflect, and rejoice in Your constant
goodness and grace. May our hearts overflow with gratitude,

not just today, but every day.
Amen.
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Celebrate the season of gratitude by
creating a colorful Thankful decoration.

e Pencil, marker, or crayons

® Yarn, ribbon, or raffia

® Scissors S

¢ Hole punch /

e Spray bottle

filled with water
® Real leaves (Optional)
® Wooden or plastic beads, )
cereal with holes (Cheerios,
Froot Loops, etc.), or any
dried pasta with a hole (Optional)
What you do:

1. Draw or trace leaf shapes onto
construction paper.

2. Lay the paper flat and spray with
water until the paper is completely
wet.

3. Crumple the wet paper into balls.

4. Open the paper and let the sheets
dry flat.

5. When dry, cut out each leaf.

6. On each leaf, write the name of one
person or thing you're thankful for.

7. Punch a hole in each leaf.

8. Lace the leaves, beads, cereal, and

pasta onto the yarn, ribbon, or raffia.
9. Tie the ends and hang your garland.

* Give thanks in all

circumstances; for '
this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NIV)

Bible Quiz
James 1:17 reminds us about the source of every blessing. According
to this verse, how is God described?

A. The one who changes like shifting shadows

B. The giver of wisdom to the faithful

C. The Father of heavenly lights who does not change
D. The one who rewards those who are generous

Answer on pg. 2
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Watch Past and Live

Sunday Ming
Worship Coﬁee Hour
9:30 am. 10:30am
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